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Summer always is challenging for 
parents of school age children, and 
more so for parents with children 
with special needs. 

In Spokane parents have to patch-
work a variety of programs to get 
their children some socialization dur-
ing the summer. Many parents will 
use Spokane Parks and Rec special 
needs day camp, but others will try to 
get accommodations for their son or 
daughter to attend the huge variety of 
summer activities available to the 
typical child. Some parents are 
pleased with the Boys & Girls Club 
programs. Sometimes an adult family 
member or teen sibling has to stay 
home to care for the one with special 
needs and costs can be an issue. 

Free activities are available at the 
local libraries, some vacation bible 
schools (if one volunteers). Some 
movie theaters and bowling alleys 
have free or dollar days. We will try 
to have a listing on our Facebook 
page soon. 

8th Annual Cruise
for Autism

August 16
More info soon

An evening cruise for adults on Lake 
Coeur D’Alene is our major fund 
raiser.  The cruise is popular with 
young adults who like parties, crowds 
and loud music but not necessarily for 
those who have sensory issues. Tick-
ets: Charissa at 509-218-2448.
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Adult Asperger’s 
Social Group

Pot Luck Picnic

Sun, Aug 23, 1 - 3 PM

Our Game Day Social Group does not 
meet in June, July or August. Our 
picnic will be an all age’s picnic at 
the Otto Zehm Pavilion at Mission 
Park (near GU, not valley) in 
Spokane. 

This will a potluck and open to fami-
lies. Many families of school age 
children have never met teens and 
adults on the spectrum and expressed 
an interest. 
spokane@autismsocietyofwa.org

Spokane Indians
Baseball Game

Sun, Aug 2, 3:30 PM

Enjoy an afternoon out with the 
Spokane Indians Baseball team. 
Learning how to attend a baseball 
game is an important skill to partici-
pate in community activities. Finding 
your seats, getting some food, cheer-
ing for the team are all things that 
may make your child’s life richer 
when they are an adult, independent 
or not!  The group rate is low enough 
that it should be worth a try even if 
you stay 30 minutes. 

Tickets on hold: 20 Reserved Bench 
seats at $5/seat & 10 Upper Box seats 
at $11/seat.
spokaneindians.tix.milbstore.com/
store_contents.cfm?store_id=106
Search for “ASW”, click on the icon.  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The Autism Society of WA promotes 
lifelong community access for 

persons within the autism spectrum 
including those with Asperger’s 

Syndrome through family support, 
public awareness, advocacy and 

collaboration with community 
partners.

Upcoming Local 
ASW Events

Sensory Friendly Movies 
Inside Out 
Sat, Jun 27 

AMC at River Park Square
Tickets available at box office 

$6.60
(Note this is Hoopfest weekend)

Teens & Adults with 
Asperger’s Game Day
No Summer Game Days

Adult Discussion Group
June 13 and 27, Noon - 2 PM 

2nd and 4th Saturdays
New Day, 4th Wednesdays

 Jun 24, 4 - 6 PM
East Side Library
524 South Stone

School Age Families Meeting
See our Facebook page for more 

details when available
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http://www.autismsocietyofwa.org
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School Age
Family Group Events

Our May event was held at Polka Dot 
Pottery. We had 21 people attend and 
all had a great time working on hand 
painted mugs. These meetings are in 
place of a traditional parent support 
group, so parents can make some 
contact with others while having fam-
ily fun. 

A volunteer works each month to find 
an activity and negotiate an afford-
able group rate. ASW usually subsi-
dizes the rate so our children can par-
ticipate in the community activity 
hopefully for about $5 or so. June 
will be a day at the valley YMCA. 

www.facebook.com/SpokaneASW?
sk=wall&filter=2

Icanshine Camp

Aug 17-21 
Mt. Spokane High School

ASW will co-sponsor “Icanshine”, a 
week-long camp this summer which 
teaches 2-wheel bicycles riding to 
those with disabilities, ages 8 and 
older. The ASW donation helps to 
keep the cost of camp low so more 
can participate. Volunteers also need-
ed. 

Contact: Casey Travers 509-999-9603
icanshine.spokane@comcast.net
icanshine.org/ican-bike-spokane-wa

Autism Research Institute 
Free Webinars!

Registration required. ARI is an ex-
cellent resource. Webinars are 1 hour.

Addressing Anxiety and Behavioral 
Issues in for Children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 
Wed, Jun 3, 10 AM

Medical Issues in Autism - Part 1
Wed, July 29 10 AM

Dr. Mumper provides an evidence-
based overview of medical problems 
often found in children with autism, 
so that parents and clinicians can col-
laborate on assessments and treatment 
strategies.

www.autism.com/index.php/webina-
r_reg

Adult Discussion Group

June 13 and 27, Noon - 2 PM 
2nd and 4th Saturdays

New Day, 4th Wednesdays
 Jun 24, 4 - 6 PM
East Side Library
524 South Stone

This is an independent group for 
adults (18+) who would like to en-
gage in conversations with others on 
the spectrum and find a place that 
they can find support, encouragement, 
and advice from peers. The group 
meets in the meeting room. 

The new Wednesday evening edition 
of the Adult Discussion Group starts 
in June. Hopefully this weekday time 
will make it possible for a few more 
people to attend.

Autism Outreach

There are no classes scheduled in 
until next school year. The Autism 
Outreach program has a lending li-
brary, other resources and a playlist 
of the Autism 200 classes. Topics 
include sleep problems and transition.

Contact: 888-704-9633
autism@nwesd.org www.nwesd.org/
autism

Northwest Autism 
Evening of Elegance

Jun 19
Annual Auction 

Bozarth Mansion
12415 N Fairwood Drive 

Northwest Autism is a valuable re-
source for Spokane.  For Reserva-
tions: 509-328-1582
www.nwautism.org

11th SE Washington
Autism Conference

Three Rivers Convention Center
Kennewick

August 11-12

Keynote  Speaker:  Jed  Baker,  PhD, 
Social  skills  training  program  and 
Jennifer O’Toole, of Asperkids. If you 
want  information first  hand,  go to a 
conference. You can drive there in a 
couple of hours. 

For more information:
509-943-8455
www.kadlec.org/neurological-re-
source-center/autism-conference?/
autism

USAA Conference

July 30 - August 1
Tucson, AZ

Over 30 of the world’s most respected 
researchers, practitioners, and educa-
tion specialists in the Autism and As-
perger communities will share valu-
able resources for your child, family 
member, patient, friend, student, or 
yourself at the USAAA 2015 World 
Conference and Expo, in Tucson, 
Arizona.
www.usautism.org/conferences/in-
dex.htm
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WA Department of Early 
Learning Parent Advisory 

Group 

DEL is seeking up to fifteen parents 
and family caregivers of children, 
from birth through nine years old, to 
participate as members of the Parent 
Advisory Group. The PAG will meet 
by phone and in person. Our first con-
ference call will be held on August 12 
and first in-person meeting will be 
held October 7. The location is to be 
determined.  Contact them for appli-
cation: pag@del.wa.gov

Applications due June 30.

Informing Families 
Building Trust

Washington DSHS Program

IFBT is a program with Washington 
State DSHS to help families navigate 
the system and get services and in-
formation for ages birth to adult. 
There is information on students with 
autism.

Students on the autism spectrum and 
other disabilities may have barriers to 
learning that you can help identify 
through changes in behavior at home. 

Learn the signs and steps  to make 
sure your child is getting the supports 
and services needed. Includes a print-
able bulletin. informingfami-
lies.blogspot.com/2015/05/removing-
barriers-to-learning.html
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